THE PRESENT POSITION dl WOMAlf
GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

IT would be useless to attempt any complwgjje*e
study of . human institutions, apart from the ideals
of which they are the expression. In every social
evolution, whether of the modern American, the
Hottentot, the Semitic or the Mongolian, the dynamic
element lies in the ideal behind it. For the student
of sociology, the inability to discover this fdrmative
factor in any given result constitutes a supreme
defect To assume, as is so often done, that one
people has moulded itself on a moral purpose, clearly
perceived, while1 in the minds of others the place for
such purpose is blank, and th^y are as they have
happened to occur, is purely anarchic and pre~
scientific. Yet some such conception is only tod
common amongst those writers to whom we are
compelled to go, for the data of racial sociology. This
is an unfortunate consequence of the fact that, fot
the most part, we are only impelled to the interna-
tional service of .humanity, by a strong acc^gsion of *
sectarian ardour.